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 “Let the children come to me;  

for the kingdom of heaven  
belongs to such as these.”  

Matthew 19:14  

 



2 
 
August  2018 
 
Greetings Parents & Families, 
 
We are so excited that you have answered the call from the Holy Spirit to call Saint William, home.  So with all the 
excitement and enthusiasm - Welcome Home! You have chosen and committed yourself and your children to seek 
participation in and prepare for the Sacraments of the Catholic Church.  Before we begin though, I want to mention the 
importance of recognizing that all of us have what is called a faith journey. It is something to call your very own.  My faith 
journey looks different than yours, just as yours looks different than your child’s.  The good news is that this is a 
beginning for some and a continuation for others.  Our ultimate goal: friendship with God in Heaven.  How do we get 
there?  Good question!  The answer is taking small steps, one by one, to deepen our faith by getting to know, love and 
serve Jesus Christ, the Church and others.  We are called to be his disciples and to live our lives in a manner worthy of 
our call that we have received.  A friend of mine once said, “We might trip on the way to heaven, but we are still trying to 
get there.”  A life in Christ is certainly an adventure and with the support of this preparation process and church 
community, we will work our way to sainthood. 
 
As we begin, we must recognize that we, as parents, are faced with many challenges in our world today.  There are 
societal pressures, traditions that are challenged and many, many lived experiences that challenge us to follow or not to 
follow Christ.  There are many Catholics who have fallen away or chosen to believe in teachings that are outside the 
church.  There are even more people that profess to be spiritual but not religious.  To be fair, Catholics are not perfect, but 
the Catholic Church is THE place where one can most authentically and most fully experience God’s love, embrace and 
mercy wherever we are on this journey towards heaven.     
 
We seek to share our faith and ultimately bring children and families closer to Christ through the Sacraments of the 
Catholic Church.  In order for that to happen, we encourage each member of your family to simply come with an open 
heart and allow the Holy Spirit to work.  Some, children and adults, are at a place where they have allowed the light of 
Christ into their hearts and need to be encouraged and empowered to let this light shine into every area of their lives and 
to others.  Some have yet to form a personal relationship with Jesus and sit on the verge of a beautiful sunrise as this 
relationship has the potential to flourish at their awakening.  Everything we do in RCIA-AC is centered on Jesus Christ.  
We focus on building community and friendship, incorporating prayer, reading the Sunday scriptures and preparing 
ourselves and our souls to receive the Sacraments of Initiation.  We seek to build Disciples of Christ.   
 
As parents, I ask that you pray for your child and your family this year.  I encourage you to talk with them in a dynamic 
discussion that goes beyond – “How was class?” and “what did you learn?” Ask them, yes, what they are learning in their 
faith, but go beyond and ask how they are trying to live that faith out in school or home with their siblings.  Journey with 
them and help them to see God working in their life and the life of the family.  Weekly Mass attendance is a vital part of 
this, but never the totality.  Be intentional in the way life presents opportunities to share the Good News of Jesus.  I pray 
that your family experiences an amazing year of formation in the Catholic faith and I want you to know that it is an honor 
for each of us to have crossed paths and we look forward to serving you this year.  Together we can transform young 
hearts to show the world what God’s love really means for them and for others around them.  
 
 
 

 

Helen Park – Coordinator for Children’s RCIA 
Saint William Catholic Church 
Round Rock, Texas 
childrenrcia@saintwilliams.org 
512-600-8165  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:childrenrcia@saintwilliams.org
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Mission Statement 

 
RCIA-AC seeks to lead all children and families to a deeper relationship with Christ and celebration of the Sacraments 
through creative catechesis, activities, and community and fellowship within their small groups.  The preparation process 
seeks to not only introduce them to Christ, but also to give them the tools to foster a life-long relationship with Christ in 
His Church.  RCIA-AC continually seeks to bring Christ’s love to the all by sharing the faith and time with you and your 
family. 
 
 

Parent’s Role 

 
RCIA-AC is supplemental to the faith formation 
that is taking place in the home.  No one is more 
important than parents in passing on to their 
children the priceless gift of faith.  Parents are the 
primary educators of faith as the family is the 
domestic church.  This means that the parents’ role is 
to witness, live and share the faith with their 
children.  This is done directly and indirectly.  All 
children learn from their parents indirectly when 
faith is made a priority in the home and their 
parenting/ family life reflects virtue and the love of Christ.  Parents should also seek out direct ways to form their children 
in the faith.  This includes: family prayer, participation in Sunday Mass, and intentional conversations about the faith and 
morality.  Essentially, Jesus Christ should be a member of your family, not merely a mascot that comes out every so often.   
 
While the Church has been clear that parents are the Primary Catechists of their children, RCIA-AC offers weekly parent 
sessions that are held at the same time that your children (grades 2-8) are in session.  For high school parents, you may 
choose to volunteer in the SWYM ministry or attend the Saint William Catholic Church Adult Faith Formation program 
that will lead you closer to Christ and empower you to share your relationship with others, including your children.  This 
program meets on Thursday evenings.  Find out more at www.saintwilliams.org/AdultFaithFormation  The Coordinator 
as well as catechists may also make suggestions or invitations to such opportunities. 
 

RCIA-AC – What does that stand for??? 

 
The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults adapted for Children envisions children as persons who are capable of a journey of 
conversion that leads to deeper relationship with the living God.  Children are encouraged to develop a relationship with 
God, learn how the stories and symbols carry meaning and how family is central for them to grow spiritually.  Often our 
children lead us parents closer to God in extraordinary ways. 
 

 

http://www.saintwilliams.org/AdultFaithFormation
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RCIA-AC Class Schedule 

  

 Families should begin the week by attending weekly SUNDAY mass.   

 Mass = Our weekly obligation and precept of our Catholic Faith and violates the 3rd Commandment. 

 Please arrive promptly at least 10 minutes before mass to properly calm and prepare yourselves.  
 

STW 
MASS 
TIMES 

Saturday Vigil Mass (5:00pm)  
Sunday Mass  
(7:30am; 9:30am; 11:30am; 1:30pm or 5:00pm) 

Church 

 
 

  Sunday Session  

3:00p Begin (Grades 2-8)   Classrooms/Parish Hall 

3:00-4:25p Parent Session Parish Evangelization Center 

4:30p Ends 
Dismissal from  
Classrooms or Small Groups 

 Monday Session  

6:30p Begins (Grades 2-5) Classrooms 

6:30-7:40p Parent Session  Parish Evangelization Center 

7:45p Ends Dismissal from Classrooms 
 

 

RCIA-AC Class Reminders 
 

 All elementary aged children should be dropped off and picked up by a parent.  This is to ensure safety on the 
church campus.  They should not be walking alone. 

 Absent/Tardy Policy:  Please note the Attendance & Tardy Policy in the Attendance Policy Section below. 

 We will provide all materials for each student.  Students should bring books, folders, binders, bags to class each 
day.  Parents should look for notes, newsletters and handouts from the teachers to further discuss the Catholic 
faith.  Empower your children to teach YOU what they have learned.  They will remember more this way. 

 
 

Registration and Tuition 

 
Parish registration and religious education registration is required for all children to participate in classes.  This allows 
your family to plant some roots in the parish while providing Saint William with vital information on your child, family 
and sacramental needs.  The tuition requested helps to cover some of the costs of our materials and supplies for each 
participant.  If your family is in need of assistance, please make the request from the RE office. 
 

Certificates -  Please turn in certificates by September 30th, 2019.  
 
A baptismal certificate is required for all baptized children enrolled in RCIA-AC.  If a child has not been baptized, please 
submit a birth certificate.  The documents provide continuity of sacramental records and legal names.  All certificates 
should be turned into the Coordinator during parent sessions in the accordion file. 

 

Attendance Policy 

 
Parents 
A parent session is provided for parents EVERY week that the child (Grades: 2-8) is in session.  The sessions will include 
ways to discover our faith as Catholic parents and ways to share our faith with our children.  Let’s face it – lots of times 
our children ask us questions and sometimes we don’t know where to turn.  Voila, the parent session is the safe place to 
ask questions and build a community with other Catholic parents navigating the parenting world.   
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Children 
For those preparing for the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, First Holy Communion), attendance is vital.  
The children attend classes 1 time per week. RCIA-AC works in collaboration with the parents to expose the faith to the 
children not just on mass or class days, but each day during the week.    

 
 RCIA-AC 2017-2018 has weekly class sessions.  If a child misses a session, they not only miss the topics and 

discussion for that day, but also the community dynamic that resides in each group of participants.  They are 
missed when they are not there.  

 All absences must be communicated with the coordinator within 36 hours of the absence via phone or 
voicemail at 512-600-8165 or email (childrenrcia@saintwilliams.org).   

 If a child misses a class, the parents are asked to share the lesson with their child.  Lesson information can be 
obtained from the teacher. 

 Tardy Policy: Please arrive 10 minutes early for class so that you can find parking. 
o When a person arrives late it can be a distraction and difficult for them to engage and be engaged by the 

class/session in progress.  We recognize this happens from time to time.  Please be courteous to the 
catechist and class participants’ time by coming to class prepared and on time. Arrive 10 minutes early. 

 If you would like an update on your child’s participation level, please ask your child’s catechist. 
 

 

Dress Code & Code of Conduct 

 
In efforts to create a Christ-Centered environment, dress and behavior 
must reflect the attitude of Christ. 
 Dress Code 
o No youth should be wearing clothing that contains a violent,   

               offensive or anti-Christian message. 
o For Girls:  Short Shorts, strapless shirts, low cut tops, skin  

               tight garments and shirts exposing mid-riff or underwear are            
               not to be worn  

o For Boys:  Saggy pants and short shorts are not to be worn.   
 
 

 Code of Conduct 
o Bullying and/or aggressive, threatening or violent acts will not be tolerated. 
o Illegal items will not be tolerated.  If a child is found possessing knives, drugs, alcohol or any other types of items, 

the police will be called first and then the parent. 
o Cell Phones are not to be seen during RCIA-AC sessions.  If a child brings a cell phone, it must be put away from 

the during class time.  Cell phones will be collected if seen and returned after class.   
o Respect is vital to creating an environment where one can grow in their faith.  It is expected that all participants 

respect the adult volunteers and their peers during RCIA-AC. 
o Parents will be notified if their child consistently violates the Code of Conduct. 

 

Get Connected! 

 

 Visit our RCIA-AC website: www.saintwilliams.org/childrenrcia 
 Bookmark our parish website: www.saintwilliams.org 
 Know what is going on in our parish at https://www.facebook.com/saint.william.parish 
 Subscribe to Text alerts directly to your mobile phone.  Text “@rcia-ac” to 81010 or 512-337-1037 (see later page for 

more info) 

 

 

 

mailto:childrenrcia@saintwilliams.org
http://www.saintwilliams.org/childrenrcia
http://www.saintwilliams.org/
https://www.facebook.com/saint.william.parish
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Sacraments of Initiation 

As a participant in RCIA-AC your child will be preparing for two or all three Sacraments of Initiation. These sacraments 
include Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Communion.  The healing Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is a 
sacrament that seeks to reconcile our relationship with God and with others and will be celebrated in January for those 
who are already Baptized Catholic and in May for those who will be Baptized at the Easter Vigil. 
 

 The Sacrament of Baptism requires at least ONE (1) or TWO (2) Baptismal Sponsors (see below).   

 The Sacrament of Confirmation requires only ONE (1) Confirmation Sponsor and a Saint’s name (see below). 
 The Sacrament of First Communion and Reconciliation does not require a sponsor. 

 

Sponsor’s (Godparent’s) Role 

 
Sponsors, also known as Godparents, can be described as a role model of the Catholic Church while we are 
here on Earth.  Sponsors are fully initiated Catholics who have met the canon law (church law) 
requirements as stated below.  They should be in a “state of grace” and able to receive Holy Communion at 
the Celebration Mass.  One of the most important roles of a sponsor/godparent is to receive the Eucharist at 
mass with their sponsored child.   

 

Baptismal and Confirmation Sponsor Requirements 

 

 Must be at least 16 yrs old  
 A  Baptized Catholic, who 

has received: 

 Baptism  

 First Eucharist 

 Confirmation 

 Catholic Marriage 
within the Church;      
if married.* 

 A Trusted adult; who is 
willing to stand with the 
youth not only during the 
ceremony, but throughout 
life’s journey.   

 A mentor who is active in the 
Catholic Church & who fully 
embraces and lives their faith 
by receiving Holy Communion 
weekly at Sunday Mass. 

 Has gone to Confession 
within the last year. 
 

 May not be the parent of 
the one being confirmed. 

 
*Common Law marriage or cohabitation of sponsors is not allowed by Canon Law. 

 
The BLUE and PINK Sponsor forms will need to be signed by the sponsor(s) and returned to me at the office no later 
than February 28, 2019 

 
Service Hours for Confirmation “Be doers of the Word and not hearers only.” James 1:22 
 
We are called to serve and love one another just as Jesus taught us and showed us.  Volunteering as a family helps kids 
learn to make a positive impact on the lives of others and appreciate their blessings.  It also fosters communication, 
strengthens bonds, starts traditions and makes memories for the family in amazing ways.  Each participant is encouraged 
to complete at least 2 hours of service for someone in a Christ-like manner without receiving monetary payment.  This 
might be volunteering in various organizations, helping the family without being asked, visiting a nursing home, or 
volunteering at the church.   A YELLOW will need to be turned in by February 28, 2019.   
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Spiritual Hours for Confirmation “Lord, teach us how to pray.” Luke 11:1 
 
Spending time in prayer is how we both listen and talk to God.  Our prayer can be by ourselves or with others.  Each 
participant should explore at least 2 new/different ways to pray.  This might be praying a family rosary, visiting the 
adoration chapel, or participating in various prayer experiences here at Saint William.  A brief paragraph should be 
written to describe the child’s experience.  The TAN form will need to be turned in by February 28, 2019.   

 

Saint’s Name 

 
Saints are our brothers and sisters in Christ.  They intercede and pray for us before God.  We acknowledge the 
Communion of Saints as friends of Jesus that are already in heaven.  They are also considered to be our “heavenly 
sponsors” that pray for us.   
 
Below are a few websites to help your child find a saint that they would like to choose for their Saint’s Name.   The 
Religious Education Office also has numerous books and resources to help your child choose a saint’s name.  Saint name 
forms/reports are due February 28, 2019. 
 
When choosing a saint’s name, you might consider: 

 Your child’s date of birth   

 Special Feast Days 
 Patron saints of various causes, missions, countries, professions, places 

 Hobbies/Special Interests that your child might have 
 
Examples:  

 St. Mary of Guadalupe – Patroness of the Americas 

 St. Clare – Patron Saint of Laundry & Television 

 St. Lucy – Patron Saint of Eyes 
 St. Peregrine – Patron Saint of Cancer 

 St. Francis of Assisi – Patron Saint of pets 
 St. Michael the Archangel – Patron Saint of grocers, soldiers, doctors, mariners, paratroopers, police, and sickness 

 
Visit the following websites for saint stories, visit the church and take a look at the different stained glass windows, ask 
your family about churches they have been to or who their favorite or Confirmation saint is.   
 
http://www.catholic.org/saints/   http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/Saints/byname.aspx 
http://www.catholicsaints.info/   http://www.loyolapress.com/saints-stories-for-kids.htm?cId=402682 

http://www.catholic.org/saints/
http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/Saints/byname.aspx
http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/Saints/byname.aspx
http://www.catholicsaints.info/
http://www.loyolapress.com/saints-stories-for-kids.htm?cId=402682
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RCIA-AC Sacrament Rites and Mass 
The church works in collaboration with the parents, please take a few minutes throughout the week to bring Church 
into your home.  Spend some time reading the Sunday or daily scriptures to begin your prayer time, pray before meals, 
and pray before bedtime.   

Dress Code for Sacrament Masses 

Girls: White dresses and veils are permitted but not required.  Girls should be dressed with age-appropriate attire and 

shoes.  Please no strapless, spaghetti strapped, tank or low cut dresses/tops or short skirts/dresses, or high heels.  

Shoulders should be covered with a sleeve.  Remember that we attend mass to worship God, the Most High and not to 

distract others or draw attention to ourselves. 

Boys: Suits are permitted but not required.  Boys should be dressed with slacks and a nice shirt.  Please no jeans or tennis 

shoes.   

Adult Sponsors: should be dressed appropriate for mass.  Please follow the same guidelines listed above for the 

participants.   

Catechumens – For mobile alerts text “@catechumen” to 81010 or 512-337-1037 

Those children/teens (Catechumens) currently enrolled in the initiation process for the 2018-19  religious education year 

seeking the Sacraments of Baptism, First Eucharist and Confirmation; please attend the following: 

 RCIA-AC Catechumen Baptism Parent Meeting 

o Wednesday, January 2, 2019 at 6:30-7:45pm - Sacred Heart Chapel 

 Rite of Acceptance into the Order of the Catechumenate 

o Wednesday, January 9, 2019 at 6:30-7:45pm – Sacred Heart Chapel 

 Rite of Sending 

o Sunday, March 10, 2019 at 9:30 am - Church 

 ***Rite of Election*** - St. John Vianney – 3201 Sunrise Rd; Round Rock, Texas (location/time subject to change) 

o Sunday, March 10, 2019  - 4:30pm 

 Penitential Rite & Anointing and Robe Fitting 

o Wednesday, March 13, 2019 at 6:30pm - Sacred Heart Chapel 

 Easter Vigil Rehearsal 

o Wednesday, April 17, 2019 at 6:00 pm - Church 

 Holy Thursday Mass 

o Thursday, April 18, 2019  at 7:00pm - Church 

 Good Friday Passion  

o Friday, April 19, 2019 See bulletin for prayer services and times - Church 

 Easter Vigil Mass Celebration 

o Saturday, April 20, 2019 at 8:15 pm - Church (Children: Please arrive by 7:45 p.m.) 

o Neophyte (newly baptized) First Reconciliation Ceremony – Church - TBD – After Easter  
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RCIA-AC Sacrament Rites and Mass 
 
The church works in collaboration with the parents, please take a few minutes throughout the week to bring Church 
into your home.  Spend some time reading the Sunday or daily scriptures to begin your prayer time, pray before meals, 
and pray before bedtime.   

Dress Code for Sacrament Masses 

Girls: White dresses and veils are permitted but not required.  Girls should be dressed with age-appropriate attire and 

shoes.  Please no strapless, spaghetti strapped, tank or low cut dresses/tops or short skirts/dresses, or high heels.  

Shoulders should be covered with a sleeve.  Remember that we attend mass to worship God, the Most High and not to 

distract others or draw attention to ourselves. 

Boys: Suits are permitted but not required.  Boys should be dressed with slacks and a nice shirt.  Please no jeans or tennis 

shoes.   

Adult Sponsors: should be dressed appropriate for mass.  Please follow the same guidelines listed above for the 

participants.   

Candidates - For mobile alerts text “@stwcand” to 81010 or 512-337-1037 

Those children/teens (Candidates) currently enrolled in the initiation process for the 2018-19 religious education year 

who are already baptized in the Catholic faith and are seeking First Holy Communion and Confirmation; please attend 

the following: 

 First Reconciliation Ceremony for 2nd – 5th graders - Main Church 

o Monday, January 28, 2019 at 7pm or  

o Wednesday, January 30, 2019 at 7pm (Choose one date that works best) 

o Monday RCIA-AC classes will NOT be held on the day of Reconciliation service. 

 First Reconciliation for 6th – 12th graders will be at the Spring Retreat 

 Mass Rehearsal: 

o TBD – Parish Hall 

 Confirmation & First Holy Communion Mass with Bishop 

o TBD - Church 

Profession of Faith  

Those children/teens who have been baptized in another Christian Faith (Candidates for Full Communion in the 

Catholic Church) who are currently enrolled in the initiation process for the 2018-19 religious education year seeking the 

Sacraments of First Eucharist and Confirmation; please attend the following: 

 First Reconciliation Ceremony for 2nd – 5th graders - Main Church 

o Monday, January 28, 2019 at 7pm or  

o Wednesday, January 30, 2019 at 7pm (Choose one date that works best) 

o Monday RCIA-AC classes will NOT be held on the day of Reconciliation service. 

 First Reconciliation for 6th – 12th graders will be at their Spring Retreat 
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Profession of Faith (cont.) 

 Easter Vigil Rehearsal 

o Wednesday, April 17, 2019 at 6:00 pm - Church 

 Holy Thursday Mass 

o Thursday, April 18, 2019  at 7:00pm - Church 

 Good Friday Passion  

o Friday, April 19, 2019 See bulletin for prayer services and times - Church 

 Easter Vigil Mass Celebration 

o Saturday, April 20, 2019 at 8:15 pm - Church (Children: Please arrive by 7:45 p.m.) 

 

HIGH SCHOOL 

 

RCIA-AC Sacrament Rites and Mass 

 
The church works in collaboration with the parents, please take a few minutes throughout the week to bring Church 
into your home.  Spend some time reading the Sunday or daily scriptures to begin your prayer time, pray before meals, 
and pray before bedtime.   

Dress Code for Sacrament Masses 

Girls: White dresses and veils are permitted but not required.  Girls should be dressed with age-appropriate attire and 

shoes.  Please no strapless, spaghetti strapped, tank or low cut dresses/tops or short skirts/dresses, or high heels.  

Shoulders should be covered with a sleeve.  Remember that we attend mass to worship God, the Most High and not to 

distract others or draw attention to ourselves. 

Boys: Suits are permitted but not required.  Boys should be dressed with slacks and a nice shirt.  Please no jeans or tennis 

shoes.   

Adult Sponsors: should be dressed appropriate for mass.  Please follow the same guidelines listed above for the 

participants.   

Candidates - For mobile alerts text “@stwcand” to 81010 or 512-337-1037 

Those children/teens (Candidates) currently enrolled in the initiation process for the 2018-19 religious education year 

who are already baptized in the Catholic faith and are seeking First Holy Communion and Confirmation; please attend 

the following: 

 First Reconciliation  

o Saturday, January 19, 2019 at RETREAT  

 Mass Rehearsal: 

o TBD – Parish Hall 

 Confirmation & First Holy Communion Mass with Bishop 
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o TBD - Church 

 

CONFIRMATION – ALL HS & HS RCIA for Teens 

Super Sunday Sacrament Preparation Classes 

All Meetings in PEC (Parish Evangelical Center) Banquet Hall  unless otherwise noted  

     Confirmation Parent Meeting: October 24th, 7:00-8:30pm – TBD 

 Super Sunday #1: Sunday, December 16th, 10:45am to 1:15pm  

 Confirmation Retreat: January 18th – 20st, Green Family Camp in Bruceville, TX  

 Super Sunday #2: Sunday, February 17th, 10:45am to 1:15pm  

 Super Sunday #3: Sunday, March  10th, 10:45am to 1:30pm  

 Super Sunday #4: Sunday, March  31th, 10:45am to 1:30pm  

 Confirmation Mass Rehearsal: Wednesday prior to Confirmation Date (with Teen & Sponsor or parent) 

 Confirmation & First Holy Communion Mass with Bishop: Awaiting Date from Bishop’s Office 

 

RCIA-AC – Service & Spiritual Opportunities 

 
 Sanctuary Cleaning Days – Posted in Bulletin (Fall & Spring Dates) 

 

 Visit the Adoration Chapel, Stations of the Cross, Rosary Garden, Marian Grotto 
 

 Texas Catholic Pro-Life Day  
Diocesan event held at the Capitol to support life! This is an all-day event. 
A march through downtown Austin to the Capitol building, national speakers, and a rally offer an opportunity to 
learn and experience the issues of “Life” facing our society. 
Date: Saturday, January 26, 2019 
Cost:  Free  
This event can be counted as Spiritual Hours for Confirmation.   
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